*Color Atlas of Genetics* is a handy, pocket-sized companion for any biology or medical student. It aims to provide a coherent overview of the field of genetics, complete with excellent illustrations and concise summaries. *Color Atlas of Genetics* begins with an introduction section that contains the history of genetics and DNA research accompanied by a detailed chronology of groundbreaking discoveries. While this background is interesting to review, the strong points of the book are in the pages that follow. In particular, the section that comes immediately after the introduction, "Fundamentals," is a great reference for any student. The subject matter ranges from broad overviews of cellular organelles, composition of proteins, and DNA structure to more specific topics such as parallel DNA sequencing and apoptosis. Each focus topic has a one-page summary (on the left) and a page of diagrams and pictures (on the right), which are sufficiently referenced in the text. Readers can also draw from the list of further reading references listed at the conclusion of each page. After "Fundamentals," there is a brief section on genomics and a substantial (150 pages) section devoted to approximately 75 difference genetic diseases.

*Color Atlas of Genetics* has many strengths that make it an appealing addition to a student's bookshelf, whether the student may be in medical school, graduate school, or even an undergraduate. First, the diagrams and colored pictures are well drawn and easy to understand. Some of the best diagrams are those of signaling pathways, which are complete yet not overwhelming, as can be the case with similar drawings found within review journals. The subtopics under "Genetics and Medicine" contain photos of patients to explain phenotypes and detailed maps of the genomic abnormalities underlying the various diseases. In addition, the text of the book is incredibly succinct for the amount of material it aims to cover, without sacrificing the quality of the descriptions. While a professional in genetics may find the information lacking depth, the book serves as a great tool for an individual who only needs a quick reference but may want a little more information than he or she may be able to gain from Wikipedia.
